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School sex incidents
i^ot rare, Reeves says
School board chief criticizes Becton
By Ronald J. Hansen
and Gary Scheets
JHE WASHINGTON TIMES

I Thepresident ofthe D.C. school
, board said yesterday that sexual
!. incidents similar to one involving
: nine elementary students last
' week are common in city schools.

"If the media wanted to go
' around and look at other schools,
'' they'd see incidents like thatgoing
! on all the time," Board of Educa-
• t̂ion President Don Reeves said.
,. , Mr. Reeves also criticized
;, schools chief Julius W. Becton Jr.
. for allowing questions about the

Winston Elementary School mat
ter to linger.

On April 7, five boys and four
girls ranging in age from 9 to 12
disrobed and performed sexual
acts on one another in a locked
room adjacent to a classroom at
Winston, at 31st and Erie streets
SE.

One boy had "challenged the
authority" of teacher Charles
Mayo and was sent out of the class
room,administrators said. The boy
went into the adjacent "prepara
tion room" and coaxed others to
join him.

But parents did not learri about

School shooting
injures volunteer

A 23-year-old former student
who returned to McKinley High
School as a volunteer is
wounded In a shooting
prompted by a neighborhood
basketball dispute. C6

the incident until they read or
heard news accounts later in the
week.

Gen. Becton said yesterday that
he has decided what disciplinary
action to take against Mr. Mayo
and Winston Principal Ronald
Parker but declined to elaborate.
Both men have been placed on ad
ministrative leave until their cases
are resolved, said Loretta Hardge,
director of communications for
D.C. schools.

Ms. Hardge said that while Mr.
Parker is on administrative leave,

see SCHOOLS, page A8
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Winston will be nin by its assistant
principals working with staff from
the* assistant superintendent for
elementary schools.

She said that once discipline
action has been determined,
teachers and administrators have
the right to appeal the decision be
fore it takes effect. •; ^

Ms. Hardge said she is hot
aware of any action/itaken by the
school system against any of the
nine children involved in the in
cident. •

D.C. police closed •their inves
tigation before last weekend after
interviews with parents^ students.
and teachers. Police said no
charges would be filed against the
children, who engaged in oral sex,
because no force was involved.

In the District, sexual acts
among juveniles are not criminal
unless there is a difference ofmore
than four years in the ages of par
ticipants.

Some of the girls' parents, how
ever, have said force was used.

"The chief academic officer of
the schools should be able to tell
the public with a straight face what
he's going to do," said Mr. Reeves,
adding that boA Mr. Parker and
Mr. Mayo should have been sus
pended immediatelywitH pay until
an investigation was concbluded.

Ms. Hardge said that Gen. Bec-
ton agrees there are problems in
the schools but that adults need to
work together to improve the situa
tion. •; . 'i

"We need to shift our focus as
adults and do what's best for the
children," she said, j

Mr. Reeves said Gen. Becton

Bectonlhasjresppnded by adding
metal detectors instead of people
toensure's^ety,;^. Reeves said. :

Yesterdayi police s^ a senior at
McKinley High. School shot a 23- '
year-old miairi after a day-oldargu- ;
ment that started on a neighbor- ;
hood basketball court.

Police also smd yesterday that a
12-yeaf-old boy and a 9-year-old ;
girl were caught "engaged in
touching of a sexual nature" on
March 20 in a closet at Kenilworth ,
Elementary School.

i

. i "

i '

Sgt. Joe Gentile, a Police De- i
partment spokesman, said Ae de-;
partment's youth services division _
is still conducting an investagatibh '
of the Kenilworth incidents.

Last year, ^Winston was the
scene of yiolehce when twp per- i
sons wearing ski masks chased a ;
youth through a side door of die
school. One masked attacker fired
at their target but missed and fa
tally sbot Damion Blocker,"14, a
student at another school who had
stopped by to pick .up a younger
cousin. . • ;

Mr. Reeves said Gen. Becton
provided the 11-member elected
school board with Mr. Mayo'bver
sion of the April 7 Winston inci
dent.

According to Mr. Reeves, Mr.
Mayo reported seeing a girl lock
herself in a room intended for
teachers. Later, he said he saw a
girl leave the room adjusting her
blouse while other children were
outside the room, Mr. Reeves said.

Mr. Mayo's explanation did not
sufficiently account for 40 min
utes, though, Mr. Reeves said.

John Pannel, principal of Mal
colm X Elementary School on Ala
bama Avenue SE, yesterday-de
scribe^ Mr. Parker,. Winston's
principal, as his friend and a con
scientious educator.".

Mr. Pannel, who said he sent Mr.
Parker a card of encouragement
yesterday, said the negative atteri-
tion at Winston reflects badly on
all the schools.

"When something happens at
one school, of course we're ^
lumped together," he said. "We're
all ^ected. The parents are dis
cussing this at honie. Youknow the
children are listening. They're like
Uttie sponges."

Employees at a recreation cen
ter behind Winston said Mr. P^-
iker has been a positive influence
on the school.

Since arriving in 1995, they said,
Mr. Parker has removed graffiti
from the exterior walls of the
brown brick building and seen tOjit
that outside lights are in constant
working order. *' v

• Jim Kearycontributed to this^dr-
tide.' •
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Mr. Re.eves said. Gen. Becton .
provided the 11-member elected;
school board with Mr. Mayo"!", ver-. i
sion of the April 7. Winston .inci-;
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According to Mr. Reeves, Mr.
Mayo reported seeing a girl lock
herself in a room intended for ;
teachers/Later, he said he saw a ;
girl leave the room adjusting her ;
blouse while other children were :
outside the room, Mr. Reeves said.

Mr." Mayo's explanation did not
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